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1) Increase in Unemployment Benefits – Amendment to SB 171 (RC
05-14)
This vote is on a bill to stop employers from cheating on their
unemployment taxes.  The amendment would increase the maximum
weekly benefit by $30, when the state unemployment rate exceeds 5%.
The maximum benefit has been frozen at $362 since 2002.  The vote is
on whether or not the amendment was germane to the original bill.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

2) Extension of Unemployment Benefits – Amendment to SB 909 (RC
05-656)
SB 909 is a bill to cut taxes for businesses.  This vote is on an
amendment to that bill tying it to SB 185, which would extend
unemployment benefits from 26 weeks to 39 weeks. If the state can cut
taxes on businesses during this recession, then it also has a responsibility
to help the unemployed until they can find new work.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

3)Ban on Rules Recognizing Unions – SB 1026 (RC 06-67)
The Granholm Administration is in the process of issuing rules to
improve the conditions of adult foster care group homes.  These rules
will reduce employee turnover by requiring that these homes pay their
workers a decent wage.  The rules would allow the presence of a
collective bargaining agreement to serve as evidence that wages are fair.
This bill will prevent the rules from recognizing a collective bargaining
agreement as evidence of compliance with a rule.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.

4) Tax Break for Wal-Mart – SB 175 (RC 05-530)
SB 175 would allow government to subsidize stores like Wal-Mart when
they build new distribution centers.  Wal-Mart builds their warehouses
and distribution centers where they are needed, regardless of whether
they receive tax breaks from the community.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.

5) Tax Dollars for Wal-Mart – SB 434 (RC 05-112)
This bill would allow Wal-Mart to qualify for a state transportation grant
to make road improvements for a proposed new distribution center in
Mount Pleasant.  Wal-Mart earned $10 billion in profits last year.  They
don’t need the taxpayers to pay for their distribution centers. 

A “NO” vote is a right vote.

6) Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) – Amendment to SB 909 (RC
05-654)
The EITC provides a tax credit for low income wage earners.  The
federal EITC helped move more working families out of poverty than
any other government program.  SB 453 would create a 10% state EITC,
like 18 other states have enacted.  This vote would tie SB 453 to the
business tax cut bill SB 909.  If the state can afford to give business tax
cuts, then it can also afford a tax credit to help lift the  working poor out
of poverty.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.



7) School Employees Health Benefit Act - SB 896 (RC 05-640)
This bill was the main bill in a package of legislation that was proposed
by AFT-Michigan and IUOE Local 547 to help reduce health care costs
for public school employees.  This proposal was created in response to
Republican efforts to cut health benefits for school employees.  It would
create a statewide catastrophic stop loss pool and would allow small
school districts to self insure by forming purchasing pools.  These
measures would save school $156 million in the first year alone.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

8) Unemployment Tax Cheating by Employers – Amendment to SB
171 (RC 05-12)
SB 171 was a bill to stop a form of employer unemployment tax cheating
where the employer transfers their employees to a new company as a
means of paying a lower unemployment tax and thus cheating the system.
This vote is on an amendment that would close a huge loophole where
employers contract with a Professional Employer Organization to handle
their hiring and payroll.  Often the PEO becomes the employer and thus
the true employer does not pay their fair share of taxes.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

9) Child Labor Laws – SB 179 (RC 05-54)
The business community has been trying for years to increase the number
of hours that 16 and 17 year olds can work during the school year.  This
bill would increase the number of hours by 2 to 7 hours a week for most
students.  This is time that is needed to be spent on their studies to
prepare them for the hi-tech, high skill workforce of the 21st century.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.
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10) No Tax Dollars to Fight Unions – Amendment to SB 1026 (RC
06-66)
SB 1026 was an anti-union bill to prevent state rules from recognizing
collective bargaining agreements as proof of compliance with a rule.
This vote is on an amendment that would tie SB 1026 to HB 5189, which
would prevent any state tax money from being used to deter or oppose a
union representation campaign.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

11) Workplace Ergonomics Rules – HB 5447 (RC 06-22)
Repetitive motion injuries account for 50% of all workers’ compensation
claims in Michigan.  These are injuries that can be prevented.  Businesses
who have voluntarily implemented an ergonomics program are seeing a
tremendous savings as a result of fewer injuries and less days away from
work.  An advisory committee in MIOSHA, made up of representatives
of business and labor, is currently working to develop an ergonomics rule
that would apply to all businesses.  This bill would have stopped  the
work of the ergonomics committee and would have prevented MIOSHA
from being able to implement any rule dealing with workplace
ergonomics.  Governor Granholm vetoed the bill and the committee is
expected to issue a recommendation after the election.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.
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Name Dist. Pty #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 #11 Total R Total W Excused Right %
Allen, Jason 37 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Barcia, Jim 31 D R R R R R W W R W R R 8 3 0 73%
Basham, Raymond 8 D R R R R R R W R R R R 10 1 0 91%
Bernero, Virg 23 D R R R R R R EX R W NV NV 7 1 1 88%
Birkholz, Patricia 24 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Bishop, Michael 12 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Brater, Liz 18 D R R R R R R W R R R R 10 1 0 91%
Brown, Cameron 16 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Cassis, Nancy 15 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Cherry, Deborah 26 D R R R R R R W R W R R 9 2 0 82%
Clark-Coleman, Irma 3 D R R R R R R EX R R R R 10 0 1 100%
Clarke, Hansen 1 D EX R R R R R W EX W R R 7 2 2 78%
Cropsey, Alan 33 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Emerson, Bob 27 D R R R R R R EX R R R R 10 0 1 100%
Garcia, Valde 22 R W W W W W W R W EX W W 1 9 1 10%
George, Tom 20 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Gilbert, Jud 25 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Goschka, Mike 32 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Hammerstrom, Beverly 17 R W W W W EX W R W W W W 1 10 1 9%
Hardiman, Bill 29 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Jacobs, Gilda 14 D R R R R R R W R W R R 9 2 0 82%
Jelinek, Ron 21 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Johnson, Shirley 13 R W W W W W EX R R EX W W 2 7 2 22%
Kuipers, Wayne 30 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Leland, Burton 5 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
McManus, Michele 35 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Olshove, Dennis 9 D R R R R W W W R W R R 7 4 0 64%
Patterson, Bruce 7 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Prusi, Michael 38 D R R R R R R W R R R R 10 1 0 91%
Sanborn, Alan 11 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Schauer, Mark 19 D R R R R R R W R R R R 10 1 0 91%
Scott, Martha 2 D R R R R R R R R EX R R 10 0 1 100%
Sikkema, Ken 28 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Stamas, Tony 36 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Switalski, Michael 10 D R W R R W W W R W R R 6 5 0 55%
Thomas, Buzz 4 D R R R R R R R R EX R EX 9 0 1 100%
Toy,Laura 6 R W W W W W R W W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Van Woerkom, Gerald 34 R W W W W W W R W W W W 1 10 0 9%
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1) Increase in Unemployment Benefits – Amendment to HB 4188
(RC 05-36)
HB 4188 was a bill to provide for a property tax deferral for certain
senior citizens.  This vote is on an amendment to raise unemployment
benefits for those who do not earn the maximum benefit.  Benefits for
those not at the maximum has not been increased in many years.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

2) No Reason Absentee Voting  – Amendment to HB 4569 (RC 05-64)
This bill was a bill to allow voters to vote early at their city or township
clerks office prior to an election.  This amendment would allow all voters
to vote from the convience of their home by absentee ballot.  Currently
only those who are over 60, disabled, or who are going to be out of town
on election day can vote by absentee ballot.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

3) Fair Share Health Care Tax – Amendment to HB 4342 (RC 05-
645)
Wal-Mart is the worlds largest corporation earing $10 billion a year in
profits yet they fail to provide their workers with adequate benefits and
wages.  Many of their employees qualify for Medicaid, costing Michigan
taxpayers an estimated $23 million a year.  HB 4342 was a bill to cut
taxes on business.  This vote is on an amendment to tie that bill to SB
734, which would impose a tax on large employers like Wal-Mart that
rely on the state to provide health insurance for their employees.  The

revenue would be applied to Medicaid for the services used by the
company’s uninsured employees.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

4) Tax Break for Wal-Mart – SB 175 (RC 05-518)
SB 175 would allow government to subsidize stores like Wal-Mart when
they build new distribution centers.  Wal-Mart builds their warehouses
and distribution centers where they are needed, regardless of whether
they receive tax breaks from the community.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.

5) Stop Outsourcing – Amendment to HB 5461 (RC 05-731)
HB 5461 was a bill to reform the Single Business Tax.   This vote is on
an amendment to prohibit tax breaks for companies that outsource jobs
from Michigan or who contribute to the outsourcing of jobs from
Michigan.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

6) Protecting Pensions – Amendment to HB 5461 (RC 05-733)
This amendment would prohibit tax breaks from going to companies that
cheat their employees by violating federal pension laws.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.



7) Stopping Canadian and Out-of-State Trash - HB 4758 (RC 05-127)
This bill would raise the dumping charge for waste deposited in
Michigan landfills to $7.50 per ton in an effort to slow down the rise in
Canadian and out of state trash and to increase recycling in the state.
This vote was to discharge the bill from committee so that it could be
considered by the House.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

8) Lower Prescription Drug Costs – Amendment to HB 4342 (RC 05-
642)
HB 4342 was a Single Business Tax Cut bill.  This vote is on an
amendment to tie that tax cut to HB 4529, which would require the
Department of Community Health to negotiate drug discounts with drug
companies.  This would lower the cost of prescription drugs in Michigan.

A “YES” vote is a right vote.

9) Child Labor Laws – SB 179 (RC 06-83)
The business community has been trying for years to increase the number
of hours that 16 and 17 year olds can work during the school year.  This
bill would increase the number of hours by 2 to 7 hours a week for most
students.  This is time that is needed to be spent on their studies to
prepare them for the hi-tech, high skill workforce of the 21st century.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.
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10) Ban on Rules Recognizing Unions – HB 5744 (RC 06-113)
The Granholm Administration is in the process of issuing rules to
improve the conditions of adult foster care group homes.  These rules
will reduce employee turnover by requiring that these homes pay their
workers a decent wage.  The rules would allow the presence of a
collective bargaining agreement to serve as evidence that wages are fair.
This bill will prevent the rules from recognizing a collective bargaining
agreement as evidence of compliance with a rule.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.

11) Workplace Ergonomics Rules – HB 5447 (RC 06-1)
Repetitive motion injuries account for 50% of all workers’ compensation
claims in Michigan.  These are injuries that can be prevented.  Businesses
who have voluntarily implemented an ergonomics program are seeing a
tremendous savings as a result of fewer injuries and less days away from
work.  An advisory committee in MIOSHA, made up of representatives
of business and labor, is currently working to develop an ergonomics rule
that would apply to all businesses.  This bill would have stopped  the
work of the ergonomics committee and would have prevented MIOSHA
from being able to implement any rule dealing with workplace
ergonomics.  Governor Granholm vetoed the bill and the committee is
expected to issue a recommendation after the election.

A “NO” vote is a right vote.
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Name Dist. Pty #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 #11 Total R Total W Total NV Right %
Accavitti Jr, Frank 42 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Acciaatti, Daniel Joseph 32 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Adamini, Stephen 109 D R R R R R R R R R R NV 10 1 0 91%
Amos, Fran 43 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Anderson, Glenn 18 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Angerer, Kathy 55 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Ball, Richard 85 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Baxter, Rick 64 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Bennett, Doug 92 D R NV R R R R R R R R R 10 0 1 100%
Bieda, Steve 25 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Booher, Darwin 102 R W W W W W W W W W NV W 0 10 1 0%
Brandenburg, Jack 24 R W W W W W R W W W W W 1 10 0 9%
Brown, Rich 110 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Byrnes, Pam 52 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Byrum, Dianne 67 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Casperson, Tom 108 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Caswell, Bruce 58 R W W NV W W W W NV R W W 1 8 2 11%
Caul, Bill 99 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Cheeks, Marsha 6 D R R NV R NV NV R NV R NV R 6 0 5 100%
Clack, Brenda 34 D R R R R R R R R R R NV 10 0 1 100%
Clemente, Ed 14 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Condino, Paul 35 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Cushingberry, Jr., George 8 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
DeRoche, Craig 38 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Dillon, Andy 17 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Donigan, Marie 26 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Drolet, Leon 33 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Elsenheimer, Kevin 105 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Emmons, Judy 70 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Espinoza, John 83 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Farhat, David 91 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Farrah, Barbara 13 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Gaffney, Ed 1 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Garfield, John 45 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Gillard, Matthew 106 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Gleason, John 48 D R R R R R NV R R R R R 10 0 1 100%
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Gonzalez, Lee 49 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Gosselin, Robert 41 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Green, Kevin 77 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hansen, Geoff 100 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hilldenbrand, Dave 86 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hood, III, Morris 11 D R R R R R R NV R R R NV 9 0 2 100%
Hoogendyk, Jack 61 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hopgood, Hoon-Yung 22 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Huizenga, Bill 90 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hummell, Scott 93 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hune, Joe 47 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Hunter, Tupac 9 D NV R R R R R R R NV NV NV 7 0 4 100%
Jones, Rick 71 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Kahn, Roger 94 R W NV W W W NV W W W W W 0 8 2 0%
Kerhrl, Herb 56 D R R NV R NV NV R NV NV NV NV 4 0 7 100%
Kolb, Chris 53 D R R R R R NV R R R R R 10 1 0 91%
Kooiman, Jerry 75 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
LaJoy, Philip 21 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Law, David 39 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Law, Kathleen 23 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Leland, Gabe 10 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Lemmons III, LaMar 3 D R R R R NV NV R R NV NV NV 6 0 5 100%
Lemmons Jr, LaMar 2 D R R R R NV NV R R R NV R 8 0 3 100%
Lipsey, Alexander 60 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Marleu, James 46 R W W W W W W NV W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Mayes, Jeff 96 D R R R R R R R R W NV R 9 1 1 90%
McConico, Bill 5 D R R R W R R R R R NV R 9 1 1 90%
McDowell, Gary 107 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Meisner, Andy 27 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Meyer, Tom 84 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Miller, Fred 31 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Moolenaar, John 98 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Moore, Tim 97 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Mortimer, Leslie 65 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Murphy, Michael 68 D R R R R NV NV R R W R R 8 1 2 89%
Newell, Gary 87 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Nitz, Neal 78 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Nofs, Mike 62 R W W R W W NV W W W W W 1 9 1 10%
Palmer, Brian 36 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
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Palsrok, David 101 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Pastor, John 19 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Pavlov, Phillip 81 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Pearce, Tom 73 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Phillips, Clarence 29 D R R NV NV R R R NV NV NV NV 5 0 6 100%
Plakas, Jim 16 D R NV R NV R R NV R R R R 8 0 3 100%
Polidori, Gino 15 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Proos, John 79 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Roberston, David 51 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Rocca, Tory 30 R W W W W W W W W W R W 1 10 0 9%
Sak, Michael 76 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Schuitmaker, Tonya 80 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Shaffer, Rick 59 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Sheen, Fulton 88 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Sheltrown, Joel 103 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Wheeler-Smith, Alma 54 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Smith, Virgil 7 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Spade, Dudley 57 D R R R W R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Stahl, John 82 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Stakoe, John 44 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Steil Jr, Glenn 72 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Stewart, John 20 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Goodman-Taub, Shelley 40 R W W W W W NV W W W W W 0 10 1 0%
Tobocman, Steve 12 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Vagnozzi, Aldo 37 D R R R R R R NV R R R R 10 0 1 100%
Van Regenmorter, William 74 R W W W W W NV W W W W NV 0 9 2 0%
Vander Venn, Barbara 89 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Walker, Howard 104 R W W W W W W W W W W W 0 11 0 0%
Ward, Chris 66 R W W W W W NV W W NV W W 0 9 2 0%
Waters, Mary 4 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Wenke, Lorence 63 R W W W W W W W W W W NV 0 10 1 0%
Whitmer, Gretchen 69 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Williams, Carl 95 D R R R R R R R R R R R 11 0 0 100%
Wojno, Lisa 28 D R R R R R R R R W R R 10 1 0 91%
Zelenko, Paula 50 D R R R R R R R R NV R R 11 0 1 100%
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